HOW STRONG IS BRITAIN?
However, since then the very favourable strategic
situation enjoyed by Great Britain has changed to
her detriment The development of the modern air
arm has created a new and supplementary threat.
The narrow arm of water which separates her from
France is no barrier to an air fleet, whilst the wide
stretch of sea surrounding her other coasts is on the
whole more favourable to the raiders than to the
defenders because it protects the raiders against
premature discovery. Formerly Great Britain's security
was based on superior staying-power, the staying-
power of a country whose island position was practically
unassailable. Formerly she could confidently reckon
that when she had made all her preparations and when
her enemy had exhausted himself she could launch the
final and victorious battle of the war. To-day the
danger has arisen that the first battle, the battle in the
air, will be the last battle, and that by a direct attack
on what was formerly her unassailable base Great
Britain will be deprived of the ability to prepare herself
for the final battle.
To use the terminology of the prize-ring, formerly
Great Britain could rely on a points victory after her
enemy had exhausted himself, but to-day Great Britain
is threatened with an adverse decision by a K.O., or,
in the event of a protracted war, with an adverse
decision on points for her enemy owing to the interrup-
tion of her vital sea-borne supplies.
Recently we have heard it said more and more
frequently that owing to the development of the modern
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